Scienti c innovations help us answer factual
guestions: what can we do? It takes more
to answer the ethical question: what should we do?

Public opinion: astrong tide

With the pandemic putting science back
at the forefront of public debate, there will
be a renewed focus on scientific ethics
and how they are applied to everyday life.

If ethical questions are left unaddressed,
the tide of public opinion could turn
against scientific innovation.

S0%

of C-suite respondents
said their investments in
science focus on tackling

fundamental global
What if scientific innovation is perceived to challenges-
benefit only the few, rather than the many?

Embedding ethics
INto engineering

As organizations invest in people with
scientific talent and adopt a scientific
approach to their operations, they may
expose themselves to mounting criticism.

The introduction of genetically modified
crops in the 1990s illustrates how this
scenario could unfold. Safety and
ethical concerns led to these crops
being dubbed “Frankenfoods,” despite
significant evidence that such crops can
boost yields and lower pesticide use.?

At present, scientists are still highly regarded
but trends point to increasing polarization
depending on country and political affiliation.

Anticipating and addressing potential ethical
dilemmas in a transparent way can help
organizations pre-empt a backlash

and maintain public trust.
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